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Growmg Your Skills Through
Open Source Developmen’c

And
Civic Hacking
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Whe am 1?

Neyando Johnson |@Nevzjno
Software Developey]
Tech Community Organizer




*Chuckles™ I'm in-danger.
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Genesis Of This Talk

elenn Renfro
Twitrer: @cppwis
mastodon: @cppwis@fosstodon.org

Glenn Renfro is a core committer for
Spring Cloud Task, Spring Batch and Spring
Cloud Data Flow




Collaberation / Scheming




o Objecfives/ What We Goenna Cever

What is Open Source Developmen’f ?

How ?

Skills learnt from the process ?




o Objecfive:_;l What We Genna Coyer

What is Civic Hacking ?
The Why ?
The How 7

The skills that are gqined ?
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All of this is my opinion:

My Experiences
My Insights
My Observations

BIASED : Trained Science Educator/
Tech Communi’ty Facilitator/

Decen;g ~ish Developer (Vue)
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Traditienal Learning: CS/MS
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Nen-Traditienal Learning:
Beotcamp/Self- Taught/Apprenticeship
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Career Growth : Blegs, Books, Tuterials, Prejects,

Watching Videos




- O@pen Seurce Development
- Civic Hacking
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Open Source Technelogy/ Seftware

AU MODERN DIGITAL
INFRASTRUCTURE
) A PROTECT SOME
RANDOM PERSON
IN NEBRASKA HAS
BEEN THANKLESSLY
MAINTAINING
SINCE. 2003
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gﬂ Open Source Technelogy/ Seftware

Open-source software is
software with publicly
available code. This means
that anyone can not only
inspect the source code
but also modify it and
enhance it.
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Open Source Seftware !
Key Princip|es

A man got to have a code.




Open Source Software ! Key Principles

®

Free
Transparency Redistribution
Code ig visible Can be gshared and
UOCEL Community-Driven modified.
o Maintained oy a Li @
C'”db'l‘d'l'iﬂn diverse gvoup 'cense
Compliance

Anyohe can
contribute

meaningfully

Adherence o open
souyce licenges




Open Source Software : o
) A Brief Hisi'ory




Brief Timeline

Nefscape
1990s - 20005

A-2 System
1950s
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How do | get invelved ?
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Open Seurce Development is Community Werk
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Teaching/Mentoring .

Security

Performance

» Documentations
. =

T Content — Videos
e Blog

~—_
~* Marketing

Solution

Management
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e A
@W Places to find Ways te Contribute
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o
Pepular Platforms In-Person/ Online Community

Github, GitLab, Twitter SUSSGSﬁOhS
Ask Questions Of People

<@

Open Source Organisations

and Feundations

Google it, Yes I am serious




BEGINNER FRIENDLY

OPEN-SOURCE
PROJECTS LIST!
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Civic Hacking
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“Everyone can be great,
because everyone can
serve.”

— Martin Luther King, Jr.
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e How to use civic hacking to grow your soft skills.

e How to use civic hacking to grow your technical
skills.

e How to use civic hacklng as a hetworking tool.

e How to use civic hacking projects as a part of job
hunting ( both technically and behaviorally).
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EXAMPLES

Who used it ?
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USAGE

How can you
useit?
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STORY S
TIME

How | used it.



DEFINE

WHAT IS [T ?




Civic Hacking is .......

Civic hacking refers to the use
of technology and open data
to create innovative solutions
that address civic and social
Issues.
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Unconventional
Probleming



YES, IT WORKS



The Ushahldl Platfarm

Is an open-sourced Kenyan software platform
that provides a set of tools for Collectmg, ¥
visualizing, and analyzing data from multrp[e
sources. Thus the informationis: : |
- Crowdsource data
- Map and visualize data
- Collaborate and share data
- Analyze and report data N
- CQustomizable -
- Mobile responsive T
- Open-sourced Gl
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Application of this data ?

@ R

Crisisr nse EléeS¥on
and Community mapping monitoring and
management and development voter education
Acquires data and Mapsandtmckscdﬁﬁnunhyas&ﬂs,PWonhoremcUonsand
makes it readily such as schools, health clinics, andprovide real-time reporting
available to water sources on voting irregularities,
authorities as election violence, and voter

needed turnout.
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Hack the Clty L

A Finnish event that brlngs togethe’r :
developers, designers, and other civic * -
tech enthusiasts to work on projects ,
that improve city services and promote ‘
citizen participation.

BudgiT

|s a civic tech organization in Nigeria
that uses data and technology to make
government budgets more transparent
and accessible to citizens
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A brigade of Code for Amerlca We
partner with local organizations and
governments on civic-minded projects ‘
that make metro Atlanta more inclusive,

diverse, equitable, and accessible.

Projects/Impact :

- Open Data Resources for Metro
Atlanta and the State of Georgia

- Georgia Courtbot

- Martajs - Marta's real time Apis



How can you use it ?



Step 1
Process

Show Up & Be Sincere

e Research and got to the
meetups.

e Bring your skills and you.

e Leave the fear at home.
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Be Consistent

Attend meetings
Do the work
Communicate

Be Accountable
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e Gaining experience (Project Management/ writing
Code)

e Professional Development and Upskilling

e Opportunity to Use Skills for Social Good

e Increased Development of Communication skills
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e Contributing to Open Source Projects
e Building A Portfolio of Work.

e Opportunity to work on Meaningful Projects
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Step 3 - Lead ¢ ﬁ
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e Create or find new projects

e Grow Others

e \Write or Create Documentation



STORY TIME

How | used it







Career thus far

FreeCodecamp
.\

Bootcamp
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Marta
Hackathon
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Software
Developer



Takeaways

e Do the Research and Find the Community

e Participate In the Community

e The Possibilities are Endless



Thank Yeu




Questions °

| DON'T KNOW




